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GERMAN-RUSSIAN YOUNG LEADERS CONFERENCE5th

The German-Russian Young Leaders Conference is 
hosted by young professionals and students from both 
nations, active in the German-Russian association of 
Germany-Russia - The New Generation. The German-
Russian Young Leaders Conference is a private, non-
profit, politically independent initiative with the goal of 
fostering relationships and mutual understanding among 
a new generation of Russians and Germans.

The heart of the association's work consists of organiz-
ing annual conferences that provide young Germans and  
Russians from their mid 20s to their mid 30s with a plat-
form for intellectual and personal exchange. The partici-
pants are selected through a thorough application process,  
focusing on young "leaders in mind" with exceptional  
profiles in their spheres of activity, such as business,  
politics, culture, science and media. 

ABOUT US

GERMAN-RUSSIAN YOUNG LEADERS CONFERENCE

We particularly aim to recruit participants without  
intense prior relations tothe respective other country.  
With 280 selected participants, the German-Russian 
Young Leaders Conference is the largest bilateral  
platform of its kind. 

Besides offering a platform for personal exchange and  
inspirational debates, the initiative aims to form a perma-
nent active German-Russian network among its alumni.  
This ongoing exchange shall help to build the founda-
tion for better German-Russian relations in the future.  
Everyone active in the initiative engages exclusively in an 
honorary capacity. 

The association is strongly welcoming applications to 
join the team to help organizing future events.

WWW.DIE-NEUE-GENERATION.RU
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Dear friends,

It gives us great pleasure to welcome you to Saint  
Petersburg. We are thrilled that all of you have made it 
possible to join us for the 5th German-Russian Young 
Leaders Conference. We really appreciate the time and 
energy you dedicated to your inspiring applications as 
well as to traveling here to spend four days together – 
four days that will surely be memorable ones.

In 2009, when we came up with the idea to bring  
together ambitious new "shapers" from both nations, 
none of us would have anticipated that within less than 
five years, the German-Russian Young Leaders Con-
ference would become the largest platform of its kind. 
With the aim to foster a dialog among a new generation 
of passionate Russians and Germans with exceptional 
profiles in their respective spheres of activity – business, 
politics, culture, science, and media – the conference is 
a platform that continues to grow because of people like 
you who shape it.

Undoubtedly, there have been times of smoother  
German-Russian relations. But taking a broader view, 
there have rarely been times of more opportunity than 
we are currently experiencing. "Inspiring beyond  
borders", the guiding theme for these four days, is our 
expression of a clear conviction that it is in our hands  
to change things for the better, driven by a positive  
spirit. We believe that our two countries have far too 
much in common for us to consider, that we could  
afford taking different paths. 

CHRISTOPH OLDENBURG
Chairman

TATIANA KADRELEVA
Deputy Chairwoman

For the past 12 months, a large team of young pro- 
fessionals from Russia and Germany, all working in an 
entirely honorary capacity, have devoted a significant 
amount of their personal time to our joint goal: getting 
a new generation of active shapers from both nations  
together for a unique forum of open dialog. These days 
in Saint Petersburg are, therefore, all about you, and we 
strongly encourage you to make the most of it by really  
engaging in unbiased discussions, potentially starting 
new joint initiatives, and – most of all – making as many 
new friends as possible. Our exclusive Alumni network 
provides an excellent channel for staying in touch.

Saint Petersburg is certainly a perfect location for an 
open Russian-German dialog, given the city's strong 
bilateral links with Germany over centuries. We would 
like to express our heartfelt to all of those involved, 
in particular our partners and friends of the Saint  
Petersburg State University of Economics, who  
worked so hard to grant us these inspiring four days  
in this wonderful historical setting. 

WELCOME TO  
SAINT PETERSBURG

WELCOME MESSAGE FROM THE BOARD
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Dear Friends, 

We are delighted to send you the report on our 5th Ger-
man-Russian Young Leaders Conference. With more than 
280 selected Young Leaders from Russia and Germany 
and more than 30 guest speakers from both countries, our 
5th conference was another a great success. 

The heart of the annual Young Leaders conferences is 
getting better acquainted through a lively intellectual 
exchange among the participants, who come from the 
worlds of business, politics, science, academia, media, and 
culture. With the current report, we would like to provide 
an opportunity to recall the key results of the discussions 
prepared and conducted by the conference’s 16 working 
groups. We have also documented the many greetings sent 
by conference well-wishers. Each year we are impressed 
once again by the degree of openness and depth of content 
of the discussions. It is also striking that, with a positive 
spirit, it is not necessary to agree on every point in order to 
build trust. Indeed, an open and frank dialog and exchange 
of experience are positively essential. 

Sincerely,

Our special thanks go to our partners and sponsors with-
out whose support the conference would not have been 
possible. At the top of the list, we thank our 280 par-
ticipants, who traveled to the conference at their own 
expense and covered a not insignificant share of the con-
ference expenses with their contributions. This extraor-
dinary commitment underscores the tremendous poten-
tial that the Young Leaders from both countries see in 
German-Russian relations. 

Looking ahead, we are very happy to announce that the 
First Mayor of Hamburg, Olaf Scholz, has invited the 
Young Leaders to the city on the Elbe River for the next 
conference. We would naturally be extremely pleased 
to see many people also supporting and attending our  
6th German-Russian Young Leaders Conference, which 
will take place in the “Free and Hanseatic City of Ham-
burg” from July 10 to 13, 2014. 

Christoph Oldenburg  
Chairman                 

Tatiana Kadreleva
Deputy Chairwoman
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GENERAL REPORT  
OF THE 5TH GERMAN- 
RUSSIAN YOUNG LEADERS 
CONFERENCE

Under the theme “Inspiring beyond borders”, 280 young 
leaders from Germany and Russia convened in St. Peters-
burg, Russia for the 5th German-Russian Young Leaders 
Conference. The conference, which ran from September 
12-15, was conducted under the Patronage of the City of 
St. Petersburg – the former capital established by Peter 

the Great in his drive to “open a window to Europe”. In 
the context of this vision, tops talents and leaders from 
politics, business, science, media, and culture met over 
the course of four days to have a constructive dialog to-
ward establishing a common ground for future coopera-
tion and friendship.

Looking at the future, reflecting on the past

On Thursday morning (September 12), some 50 young 
professionals accepted the invitation of the MAN 
Group, one of the largest producers of heavy-duty 
trucks and buses, to visit its new manufacturing site  
recently opened on the outskirts of St. Petersburg. The 
General Manager of MAN Truck & Bus Production Rus 
OOO in St. Petersburg, Dr. Thomas Schneiderheinze, 
opened the discussion by cordially greeting and introducing 
the participants to MAN’s global mission and product 
portfolio. Following a brief presentation, the group was given the opportunity to tour the manufacturing facility 

and learn more about how MAN fulfills its quality prom-
ise to customers. Dr. Schneiderheinze personally accom-
panied the group on their tour, making the visit particu-
larly memorable. At the end of the tour, participants had 
the opportunity to discuss the current market situation 
and the challenges of running a business under interna-
tional standards in the current Russian environment. 

Later on in the day, participants visited Piskaryovskoye 
Cemetery, the main commemorative site honoring the Participants jointly commemorate the victims of the Leningrad Siege

Vladimir Pligin, Member of the State Duma, addressing the participants at the 
Welcome Reception



victims of the Leningrad Blockade, where 470,000 victims 
of the siege are buried. In the spirit of accepting historical 
responsibilities and furthering a stronger bond between 
Germany and Russia for a more collaborative future, par-
ticipants laid a wreath at the memorial site, jointly com-
memorating the suffering of the people in the past. They 
were joined by the Deputy Consul-General of the Federal 
Republic of Germany, Katrin Werdermann. 

The first evening marked the official opening of the confer-
ence with a gathering at the Ambassador Hotel, the official 
conference hotel in St. Petersburg. Opening speeches were 
delivered by Christoph Herzog von Oldenburg, Chairman 
of the German-Russian Young Leaders Conference, Pro-
fessor Igor Maximtsev, Rector of the St. Petersburg State 
University of Economics and co-host of the conference, 
Dr. Heike Peitsch, Consul-General of the Federal Repub-
lic of Germany in St. Petersburg, and Vladimir Pligin, 
Member of the State Duma, Chairman of the Committee 
on Constitutional Legislation and State Building. Mr. Pli-
gin welcomed the participants with a greeting on behalf of 
H.E. Sergey Naryshkin, Chairman of the State Duma of 
the Russian Federation. The evening then became an in-
spiring atmosphere of discussions, making new contacts, 
and reconnecting with old acquaintances.

Topics of global importance take center stage

On Friday, September 13, 2013, the formal conference 
day took place in the remarkable setting of the Boris Yelt-
sin Presidential Library. Located in the former Synode 
Building of the Russian Orthodox Church, the Presiden-
tial Library not only houses the official documents of the 
Russian Federation, but is also one of the most modern 
convention and media centers in Russia. The day opened 
with greetings from Julia Kinash, Head of the Youth 

Time International Movement, Mrs. Irina Nikitina, Pres-
ident of the Musical Olympus Foundation, and Rector Pro-
fessor Igor Maximtsev, both members of the Board of Trust-
ees of the German-Russian Young Leaders Conference. 

The participants were then officially welcomed by the Vice 
Governor of St. Petersburg’s, Vasily Kicedzi. During the ple-
nary session, speeches were delivered by Dr. Georg Birgelen, 
Deputy Head of Mission, German Embassy Moscow,  
Dr. Gabriele Kötschau, Deputy Director-General Hamburg 
Chamber of Commerce, and Maria Koteneva, Chairperson 
of the Board of Trustees of the German-Russian Young Lead-
ers Conference. The welcome ceremony was followed by an 
inspirational keynote speech given by Viktor Elbling, Direc-
tor General Economic Affairs and Sustainable Development, 
Federal Foreign Office. He shared perspectives on the broad 
and fruitful economic relations between Russia and Germa-
ny as well as the need to develop them even further. With Mr. 
Elbling’s comments as a basis, a stimulating plenary discus-
sion was initiated, examining the challenges of regional de-
velopment, which is of crucial importance in Germany and 
particularly in Russia. The discussion, moderated by Jens 
Paulus, Head of Team Europe & North America, Konrad 
Adenauer Foundation, was conducted by a panel consisting 
of Viktor Elbling, Petra Müller, Member of the German Fed-
eral Parliament and Spokesperson for Urban Development of 
the Liberal Party Group, Artem Serebrennikov, Founder and 
CEO of Intertest and member of the Duma Sub-Committee 
on Energy Efficiency, and Mark Vybornov, General Direc-
tor, JSC Titan Group, and former Vice-Governor of the 
Leningrad region as well as Senator Ruslan Gattarov, Mem-
ber of the Federation Council, Chairman of the Committee 
on Social Policy, and Senator Alexander Borisov, Member of 
the Federation Council, Committee on Science, Education, 
Culture and Information Policy, both Members of the Fed-
eration Council of the Russian Federation.
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Plenary Hall at Boris Yeltsin Presidential Library

Vasily Kicedzi, Vice Governor of Saint Petersburg

5th
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Workshops provide the opportunity to engage 

After a short lunch break, the participants were offered 
an engaging afternoon of workshops on topics of global 
importance. Each person was invited to take part in two 
consecutive workshop sessions, with content as diverse 
as energy, foreign policy, business and media, educational 
matters, development policy, culture, and start-ups (de-
tailed workshop reports in separate chapter).

Following the two workshop sessions, all participants 
reconvened in the plenary for an inspirational speech by 
Uwe Hueck, President of the Works Council and Dep-
uty Chairman of the Supervisory Board of Porsche AG. 
In a personal appeal, he referred to his own biography to 
strengthen the point that potential for development is 
always possible irrespective of personal circumstances. 
However, he added that in return, this should lead to a 
dedicated lifestyle of responsibility. 

The evening culminated in a formal dinner at the dra-
matic setting of the Manege of the First Cadet Corps. 
Participants were greeted by Barbara Scheel, Consort of 
President Walter Scheel, Former President of the Federal 
Republic of Germany. An inspiring dinner speech was de-
livered by Günter Verheugen, former Vice President of 
the EU Commission, who, drawing upon his extensive 
experience in German-Russian relations, examined the 
various opportunities that exist for capturing further col-
laborative potential in shaping European and global de-
velopment.

Getting to know the cultural and historic side  
of St. Petersburg   

Saturday, September 14, 2013, was dedicated to exploring 

cultural and historic heritage sites, which also provided 
ample opportunity for further discussions. Whether fol-
lowing in the footsteps of Peter the Great or Dostoyevsky, 
experiencing the musical and artistic contributions of the 
city, or viewing St. Petersburg in its czar and Communist 
times, participants were provided many routes upon which 
to discover the city. Participants were also challenged to 
solve tasks together, also involving the need to interact with 
the local residents. The tours all ended in a reunion of the 
groups where the rivers Moika and Fontanka meet for a joint 
boat ride, discovering the “Venice of the North” by water. 

In the afternoon, all participants headed out of town to the 
grounds of the regal Constantine Palace, the Official Resi-
dence of the President of the Russian Federation in St. Peters-
burg. Less than a week before the group arrived, this amazing 
location had played host to the G20 Summit. Under perfect 
blue skies, the participants entered the fully decorated palace 
for an opening reception, which included walking the beau-

tiful palace gardens before the official kickoff of the clos-
ing ceremony. The ceremony began with greetings from 
Irina Nikitina, Roman Kisselew, Department for External 
Church Relations of the Moscow Patriarchate, and Petra 
Müller, Member of the German Federal Parliament. A 
beautiful concert was given by Anna Kidnadze, mezzo-
soprano at the Mariinsky Theatre and Michael Bellmann 
at the piano. Of all the wonderful experiences participants 
enjoyed during the closing ceremony, a highlight was when 
Dr. Gabriele Kötschau of the Hamburg Trade Chamber 
read a greeting from the Mayor of the city of Hamburg, 
inviting the conference to Hamburg in 2014.  

The 5th German-Russian Young Leaders Conference 
concluded with a farewell lunch on Sunday, September 15, 
2013, and participants were encouraged to actively stay 
engaged through the Alumni network.

Discussion during workshop

Constantine Palace



Wreath laying ceremony at Piskaryovskoye Memorial

Participants during plenary discussion

Uwe Hueck delivering an inspirational speech

Günter Verheugen, former Vice President of the EU Commission, calling for 
more cooperation

Alexander Borisov, Artem Serebrennikov, Jens Paulus, Victor Elbling, Petra Müller, 
Ruslan Gattarov, and Mark Vybornov (from left to right) during plenary discussion

Discussion among participants

Discussions are continued at social events

Official closing at Marble Hall of Constantine Palace
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5th GERMAN-RUSSIAN YOUNG LEADERS CONFERENCE

Dear colleagues,

Let me greet the participants of the 5th German-Russian 
Young Leaders Conference on behalf of the St. Peters-
burg State University of Economics.

At this day and time young leadership plays a crucial role 
in economic, social and cultural development of both 
Russia and Germany. It is therefore vital to foster broader 
collaboration between future leaders of both countries.

In my opinion, further bilateral integration of Russia 
and Germany has particular significance for the city of  
St. Petersburg, and it is therefore symbolic that we are 
holding this exciting event here. Let me welcome you 
in our beautiful city on behalf of all organizers! We see 
St. Petersburg as the cultural capital of Russia, and 
the very history of how the city has been founded is a  
highly illustrative example of the ways in which interna-
tional cooperation can lead to truly staggering results, as 
St.-Petersburg can be described as a joint Russian-Italian-
Dutch-French-German project.

We always motivate and support our young leaders.  
At our University, we attribute great significance to all 
initiatives put forth by students, teachers and administra-
tion. We promote collaboration with foreign universities, 
and we invite businesses and political organizations to  
encourage our young leaders for new achievements and 
for perfection of their personal and professional skills. 

Given the importance of Germany for our country  
and vice versa, we see this conference as an amazing  
opportunity for development of a unique platform for 
young leaders from academic, political and business  
communities of both countries to stand together, speak 
one language, exchange existing ideas and come up with 
new ones!

We are proud to be hosting you in St. Petersburg, and 
we wish all of you every success on your personal and  
professional paths. Let us hope that the 5th German-
Russian Young Leaders Conference will be a stunning 
success, which will add positive momentum to busi-
ness, political and academic links between Russia and  
Germany not just on the young leaders’ level but also 
in terms of official bilateral relations between the two  
countries! 

Ladies and Gentlemen, welcome to St. Petersburg!

DR. IGOR MAXIMTSEV
Rector, St. Petersburg State Uni versity of Economics,  
Member of the Board of Trustees,  
German-Russian Young Leaders Conference

WELCOME MESSAGE FROM THE RECTOR

A GREETING FROM
THE RECTOR AND CO-HOST



10     A GREETING FROM THE CHAIRMAN OF THE STATE DUMA

5th

Ich begrüße die Teilnehmer der 5. Deutsch-Russischen 
Young-Leaders-Konferenz.

Ich bin sicher, dass die inhaltsreichen Diskussionen, an 
denen die Young Leaders aus Russland und Deutschland 
sowie die Vertreter unserer Länder teilnehmen werden, 
zur Vertiefung der deutsch-russischen Beziehungen bei-
tragen. 

Indem sie neue Formen des Erfahrungsaustauschs 
schaffen sowie das Vertiefen von Kontakten und die Um-
setzung interessanter Projekte ermöglichen, helfen sol-
che Veranstaltungen der Jugend, ihr kreatives Potenzial 
zu entfalten.

Ich wünsche allen Teilnehmern der Konferenz Erfolg, 
fruchtbare Arbeit und – das Wichtigste dabei – eine gute 
Gesundheit und Geistesfrische.

H.E. SERGEY NARYSHKIN 
Chairman of the State Duma of the 
Russian Federation

Приветствую участников Пятой российско-
германской конференции молодых лидеров. 

Уверен, что содержательные дискуссии, в которых 
примут участие молодые лидеры из России и 
Германии, а также представители органов власти 
наших стран, будут способствовать упрочнению 
российско-германских отношений. 

Открывая новые возможности для обмена опытом, 
укрепления контактов и реализации новых 
интересных проектов, подобные мероприятия 
помогают раскрыть творческий потенциал 
молодёжи. 

Желаю всем участникам конференции успехов, 
плодотворной работы, а самое главное – крепкого 
здоровья и бодрости духа. 

С.Е.Нарышкин

A GREETING FROM THE  
CHAIRMAN OF THE STATE DUMA

5th
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Сердечно приветствую участников и гостей 5-й 
Российско-Германской конференции молодых 
лидеров, проводимой молодежным объединением 
„Германия – Россия. Новое поколение“ совместно 
с Санкт-Петербургским государственным 
университетом экономики и финансов.

Ваша встреча – наглядный пример многопланового 
сотрудничества России и Германии, активного 
участия в нем молодежи двух стран. Отрадно, что 
молодые россияне и немцы выступают за укрепление 
взаимнообогащающих связей, расширение 
межкультурного диалога, упрочение атмосферы 
дружбы, взаимопонимания и согласия между нашими 
странами и народами. Обеспечение устойчивого 
развития постоянно усложняющегося мира зависит от 
будущих поколений, их стремления совершенствовать 
имеющиеся и искать новые формы и модели 
взаимодействия.

Уверен, что форум внесет свой вклад в совместную 
работу по последовательному раскрытию 
значительного потенциала российско-германского 
стратегического партнерства в различных об ластях.

Желаю вам интересного общения, плодотворных 
дискуссий и всего самого доброго.

Ich begrüße herzlich die Teilnehmer und Gäste der  
5. russisch-deutschen Konferenz der jungen Führungs-
persönlichkeiten, die gemeinsam von der Vereinigung 
„Deutschland-Russland – Die neue Generation“ und der 
Sankt Petersburger Staatlichen Universität für Wirt-
schaft und Finanzen abgehalten wird.

Unser Treffen ist ein gutes Beispiel für die vielfältige  
Zusammenarbeit Russlands und Deutschlands unter 
aktiver Mitgestaltung der Jugend beider Länder. Es ist 
überaus erfreulich, dass junge Russen und Deutsche  
gemeinsam für die Festigung sich gegenseitig bereichern-
der Beziehungen, die Ausweitung des interkulturellen 
Dialogs und für eine sich verfestigende Atmosphäre der 
Freundschaft einstehen, so dass sich das gegenseitige 
Verstehen und der Konsens zwischen unseren Völkern 
und Ländern immer weiter ausbilden können. Die Ge-
währleistung einer nachhaltigen Entwicklung in einer 
immer komplexer werdenden Welt hängt ab von den  
zukünftigen Generationen und deren Bestreben nach 
Ausbau und Erweiterung der bereits vorhandenen  
Formen der Zusammenarbeit sowie von der Suche nach 
neuen Modellen des Zusammenwirkens. 

Ich bin davon überzeugt, dass dieses Forum seinen  
Beitrag zur gemeinsamen Arbeit zur fortlaufenden  
Entfaltung des beachtlichen Potentials leisten wird, 
das die russisch-deutsche strategische Partnerschaft in  
zahlreichen Bereichen und Gebieten aufweist.

Ich wünsche Ihnen einen interessanten Dialog, frucht-
bare Diskussionen und herzlichst alles Gute.

H.E. SERGEY LAVROV
Minister of Foreign Affairs 
of the Russian Federation

С.ЛАВРОВ

WELCOME MESSAGE FROM THE FOREIGN MINISTER
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gemeinsam für die Festigung sich gegenseitig bereichern-
der Beziehungen, die Ausweitung des interkulturellen 
Dialogs und für eine sich verfestigende Atmosphäre der 
Freundschaft einstehen, so dass sich das gegenseitige 
Verstehen und der Konsens zwischen unseren Völkern 
und Ländern immer weiter ausbilden können. Die Ge-
währleistung einer nachhaltigen Entwicklung in einer 
immer komplexer werdenden Welt hängt ab von den  
zukünftigen Generationen und deren Bestreben nach 
Ausbau und Erweiterung der bereits vorhandenen  
Formen der Zusammenarbeit sowie von der Suche nach 
neuen Modellen des Zusammenwirkens. 

Ich bin davon überzeugt, dass dieses Forum seinen  
Beitrag zur gemeinsamen Arbeit zur fortlaufenden  
Entfaltung des beachtlichen Potentials leisten wird, 
das die russisch-deutsche strategische Partnerschaft in  
zahlreichen Bereichen und Gebieten aufweist.

Ich wünsche Ihnen einen interessanten Dialog, frucht-
bare Diskussionen und herzlichst alles Gute.

H.E. SERGEY LAVROV
Minister of Foreign Affairs 
of the Russian Federation

С.ЛАВРОВ

WELCOME MESSAGE FROM THE FOREIGN MINISTER

zials

A GREETING FROM THE  
FOREIGN MINISTER
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Im Namen des Senats der Freien und Hansestadt Ham-
burg begrüße ich Sie auf der 5. Deutsch-Russischen 
Young Leaders Conference.

Ich freue mich, dass sich so viele junge russische und 
deutsche Studenten und Berufstätige zusammenfinden. 
Ihre Initiative mag noch jung sein, aber sie hat viel 
Schwung und ist ein wertvoller Mosaikstein der deutsch-
russischen Kooperation. Sie kann unseren Austausch 
vertiefen, in dem sie neue Perspektiven entdeckt und unsere 
Horizonte erweitert.

Vor diesem Hintergrund wünsche ich Ihnen auch in Zu-
kunft einen lebendigen Austausch.

Ich würde mich freuen, Sie im nächsten Jahr in Hamburg 
begrüßen zu dürfen.

OLAF SCHOLZ 
Erster Bürgermeister 
Freie und Hansestadt Hamburg

От имени сената свободного и ганзейского города 
Гамбурга я приветствую Вас на 5-й российско-
германской конференции молодых лидеров.

Я рад, что собралось так много молодых русских и 
немецких студентов и трудящихся. Ваша инициатива 
еще может быть молода, но у нее большой размах и 
она является ценным элементом мозаики немецко-
российского сотрудничества. Она может углубить 
наш обмен, раскрывая новые перспективы и 
расширяя наши горизонты.

Исходя из этого я желаю Вам также и в будущем 
живого обмена. 

Я буду рад приветствовать Вас в следующем году 
в Гамбурге. 

С наилучшими пожеланиями,

Олаф Шольц  
Первый бургомистр 

A GREEETING FROM THE  
MAYOR OF HAMBURG

5th



WORKSHOP SUMMARIES

The relationship between the European Union and Rus-
sia has strongly developed after the break-up of the So-
viet Union. However, our cooperation came somehow 
to a halt. While on an economic level, relations remain 
fruitful, in the political area we seem to grow apart. Is 
pan-European integration an idea of the 90s and Russia 
will become its own pole in Eurasia? Or are Russia and 
Europe bond together for better or for worse and we have 
to continue building a common European home? The 
participants voted in a quick survey at the beginning of 
the seminar for the more pessimistic outlook. This pic-
ture experienced a considerable change during the discus-
sion, which looked into Russia’s disappointed expecta-

tions on pan-European integration and outlined the main 
similarities and contrasts between European integration 
and Eurasian integration with regard, e.g., to governance 
(multiple leadership vs. hegemony), agenda (economy 
vs. politics first), power of impact (elite-driven projects), 
economic environment (WTO trade rules). The partici-
pants discussed common issues that force both organiza-
tions to strengthen their cooperation, e.g., the future of 
Ukraine, EU’s Third Energy Package, and security chal-
lenges and stressed the importance of mutual trust. The 
seminar was concluded by a second poll, in which the 
opinion predominated that we need to continue building 
a joint European home.

Growing together or falling apart: pan-European integration

Panelists  Igor Gretsky, St. Petersburg State University
  Sofia Rekord, St. Petersburg State University 
  Claudia Crawford, Moscow Office of the Konrad Adenauer Foundation 
Host   Liana Fix, Visiting researcher at the Carnegie Moscow Center
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The rise of digital opportunities has put the classical 
business model of media at stake. Is there still a case for 
traditional news suppliers and can they adapt to the new 
formats? The workshop addressed the question, if there 
is still a need for classical media or whether online media 
will prevail over traditional media outlets, especially daily 
newspapers. The discussion happened in a framework in 
which – both in Russia as well as in Germany – people take 
information from the Internet for free instead of buying 
newspapers. The panelists discussed how to retract the 

ongoing decrease in willingness to pay for information and 
had a look at various models of payment like the Bild plus 
program and the introduction of a simple system of pay-
ment for individual articles and discussed other sources of 
revenue for maintaining the current quality level of jour-
nalism. Russian panelists were more pessimistic about the 
introduction of sustainable financing models, especially 
when it comes to monetary commitments of individual 
consumers.

Media’s Business Model at the Threshold

Panelists  Jan Fleischhauer, Der Spiegel
  Vladimir Mamontov, Izvestia
  Natalia Tsarevskaya – Dyakina, IcomInvest
  Rustam Arifdzhanov,  Journal National 
Host   Oliver Bilger, Free Journalist



In the backdrop of finiteness, rising prices, and ecologi-
cal issues of fossil energy resources, alternative energy 
production sways public debate. However, the panelists 
agreed that to ensure energy supply in the face of a grow-
ing energy demand, “old” energy sources like gas, oil, 
and coal will remain crucial. Three imperatives have been 
outlined as essential for every national energy approach: 
environmental sustainability, competitiveness, and sup-
ply reliability. Especially the reduction of CO2 emissions 
was stressed as critical in developing sustainable en-
ergy policy. In this regard, the German policy of “Ener-
giewende” with a focus on renewable energy – wind and 
photovoltaic – was regarded as risky and too expensive 

by some discussants. Some panelists again stressed the 
importance of gas in CO2 reduction. This led to a broad 
debate on cheap vs. clean energy supply. Proponents of 
the “Energiewende” outlined the success factors of its im-
plementation, among them smart grid technologies, stor-
age technologies, and demand side management. Energy 
companies highlighted the need for a political framework 
that allows an efficient combination of renewable and 
conventional energy. 
Opinions differed widely with regard to the assessment 
of shale gas production. While some believed that frack-
ing remains a US phenomenon others said that it is a revo-
lution that will spread over half of the world. 

Rethinking Energy

Panelists  Uwe F. Fip, E.ON
  Matthias Gohl, McKinsey & Company
  Tobias Kempermann, EWE AG
  Sergey Serdyukov, North Stream AG
Host   Alexander Weiss, McKinsey & Company

Do military actions in the name of a collective interna-
tional responsibility to protect serve human security or 
merely power/political interests that bring the doctrine 
of state sover-eignty to an end? The issue of “responsibil-
ity to protect” was discussed from a legal and a practical 
perspective. From a legal point of view, the UN Charta 
prohibits to wage war at all, unless a state acts in self-de-
fense. The monopoly of using violence in order to ensure 
peace within the state is in the hands of the states. This 
monopoly is connected with the premise that the monop-
oly entails responsibility not to misuse this power. Cur-
rent legislation was successful to prevent interstate wars. 
However, it lacks stipulations on how to deal with civil 
wars. R2P might be a new approach; however, the prac-
tical perspective disclosed a number of examples where 

it failed: Kosovo, Afghanistan, and Libya. Despite huge 
efforts of the international community, R2P interven-
tions have not prevented bloodshed. Even less successful 
have been attempts to build up democratic government 
systems. While the need for intervention was uncontested 
among the panelists, it was outlined that the current de-
bate focuses more on the “responsibility to punish” in-
stead of “responsibility to protect.” Further, there was a 
strong conviction that every intervention needs a concep-
tion about what will happen in the country in the period 
after the military strike. The various cases have shown 
that the shortcoming of such a plan significantly under-
mines the impact of the intervention, even if military ob-
jectives have been realized.

Responsibility to protect vs. national sovereignty

Panelists  Matthias Gebauer, Spiegel Online
  Dr. Hans-Joachim Spanger, Peace Research Institute Frankfurt
  Prof. Dr. Nikita Lomagin, St. Petersburg State University
Host   Nikolaus von Twickel, German Press Agency dpa

14     WORKSHOP SUMMARIES

5th



Through the impact of the Web we currently experience 
a transformation of the cultural world. Online spaces of-
fer new ways to spread music, art, and culture, thereby 
challenging classic stages of culture. How do we deal 
with these hybrids and use them to their best? The pan-
elists outlined the impacts of the Internet on various 
disciplines of art and culture. When it comes to photog-
raphy, for example, we experience currently a certain de-
culturalization, as photography as an art is undermined 
by smart phones and related programs like Instagram. If 
everybody suggests he or she can produce art photogra-
phy, real art photography loses attention and respect. The 
influence of the Internet on music, in contrast, was as-
sessed rather positive: the transformation of the world of 
music is fea-tured by, e.g., Web sites offering all sorts of 

music for free, concerts broadcasted through the Inter-
net. The participants agreed that this is to be regarded even 
as a social project that gives access to music in all its forms 
to people around the world and in particular to those who 
can generally not afford paying for music. The Internet 
also promotes pop culture by providing, e.g., magazines 
opportunities to develop a global subculture community, 
which would not be possible in print formats. A further 
aspect of it was the contrast in artist education in Russia 
and in Western Europe/Northern America: the Western 
approach of encouraging students to achieve more was 
considered humiliating from a Russian perspective. While 
the Western system focuses on promoting self-confidence, 
the Russian system fosters performance.

The culture spread: new forms of setting culture in motion

Panelists  Nadezhda Kreya, Vice Magazin
  Annika Haeflinger, Edinburgh University
  Giorgi Egiazarov 
Host   Margarita Kovanova, Skolkovo

Big data offers great opportunities to improve business 
performance on various levels – and also pose a major 
challenge for personal rights. The working group pro-
vided insights in practical application of big data suing 
the example of Radio Frequency Identification (RFID). 
With regard to implementation areas like supply chain 
management and quality control, transportation, ware-
housing and logistics, and industrial automation solu-
tions, benefits of big data have been outlined. For the 
automobile industry, these included, e.g., reduced wait-
ing time and a 100% reduction of incorrect loading, 
while supply chain management systems benefit from, 
e.g., significant reduction of turnover ratios, warehouse 

stocks, and search time. Major attention was paid to ethi-
cal challenges arising from big data application in social 
life: the workshop learned how and which customer data 
are collected, structured, and aggregated and discussed 
how the following data analysis enables to predict and 
create the future – and thus challenges privacy norms. In 
this context, the participants discussed the ownership of 
data: who benefits from data material – companies? Gov-
ernments? What kind of ethical guidelines need to be 
estab-lished in order to protect the citizens of becoming a 
victim of data power interests?

Big data challenges

Panelists  Dennis Behnke, Focke & Co.
  Arseniy Cherkasenko, APR Technology
  Suril Desai, Nishith Desai Associates
Host   Boris Tawakkoli, Med Pivot
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In our globalized world that enables ever closer interna-
tional and intercultural relations, not only the demands 
of employers are changing, but also the qualities expected 
of individual citizens. Many see the pivotal place to tackle 
these challenges in our educational systems and call for 
a new paradigm of education. In this context, the panel-
ists discussed the question whether education still meets 
the needs of the new generation: while the educational 
system of the enlightenment age and industrialization 
focused on information acquisition, today’s children ex-
perience not a lack but rather an overflow of information. 
Educational institutions thus should focus less on mere 
information, but on enabling skills to search, filter, ana-
lyze, and prioritize information. The panelists looked at 
new technologies and their impact on education. In their 

view, online learning and e-universities will democratize 
education and be a new force to reach those usually left 
out, while also enabling people everywhere to build large 
networks of teachers and learners that apply sharecono-
my systems to education. Also two projects were pre-
sented – Enactus, teaching young people entrepreneurial 
thinking to be applied at concrete projects, and Teach for 
All, which challenges the best graduates of top schools to 
forestall their career for two years to educate those who 
are less privileged instead. This initiative was regarded as 
truly inspiring beyond borders and encouraged a group of 
Russian participants to form a working group that wants 
to build up Teach for All in Russia. 

Education 2.0

Panelists  Igor Marushin, CROC inc, Arist von Hehn, Teach For All
  Stanislav Surovtcev, MGIMO, Armen Babadjanian, UWC
  Simon Michaelis, University of Mannheim, Victor Nemchinov/Samir Mastaki
Host   Ferry Pausch, Deutschlandstiftung Integration

Feeding the world will become one of the biggest global 
challenges. The population is growing, while at the same 
time the shortage of resources and cultivable land is in-
creas-ing. The panelists were first looking at the factors 
that increase the demand for food. These include, e.g., 
population growth especially in weak economies, the 
global increase of meat consumption, an inefficient con-
version rate from food to meat and a growing demand for 
vegetable fuel. The working group discussed the Food 
Security Index 2013 and looked at the challenges on the 
side of food suppliers. These include the need to increase 
productivity of fields that are faced with a lack of water, 
nonsuitable soil and overgrazing. Further, the need for 

agriculture to foster energy abundance (strong depen-
dence on fuel due to 30 million tractors), fertilizer abun-
dance and for a technical infrastructure that connects 
nature and consumption in a sustainable, efficient way 
was outlined. Finally, participants discussed possible so-
lutions for ensuring global food security. While food aid 
and improvements in agriculture have been regarded as 
only one part of the answer, the role of trade liberalization 
has been stressed: the break-up of current trade barriers 
might contribute to better distribution and affordability 
of food, increase price stability and fosters efficiency by 
outbalancing supply and demand.

How do we feed 9 billion people?

Panelists  Philipp Mueller, Deutsche Investitions- und Entwicklungsgesellschaft GmbH
  Stanislav Vavilov, Moscow State University – Institute of World Ideas
  Johann Voss, German Federal Parliament – Office of MP Marina Schuster
  Louisa Frey, Foundation Partnership with Africa
  Henning Wense, Student, Vienna University of Economics and Business
Host   Julia Thelen
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The limits of growth have been addressed decades ago.  But 
little has happened in terms of a fundamental change of 
economic concepts. Limited economic resources, but also 
changing individual conception for life, putting a greater 
focus on happiness and meaning, cause doubts whether es-
tablished indices of development – mainly GDP – are able to 
encompass these changes. The workshop addressed alterna-
tive approaches to development that go beyond mere eco-
nomic numbers. In this regard, the participants discussed the 
OECD Better Life Index that regards the following factors 
in ascending order as constituents of overarching develop-
ment: Housing – Income – Job – Community – Education –  
Environment – Civic Engagement – Safety – Work-life  

balance. Further attention was paid to the Stiglitz-Sen Com-
mission that elaborated indicators of economic performance 
and social progress in the face of a failing GDP approach. The 
commission recommended emphasizing the household per-
spective, in particular household income, consumption and 
wealth, including their distribution as well as non-market 
activities, including health, education and social connected-
ness. The participants were further divided in three groups: 
Growth, Development and Welfare. Each group discussed 
their understanding of the respective term and elaborated the 
factors that constitute this category in their interpretation. 
Finally, participants discussed what impact the respective 
comprehension has on political agenda-setting.

GDP vs. happiness index: what kind of growth do we need?

Panelists  Nico Lange, Konrad Adenauer Foundation
  Sven Anger, Sven Anger Consulting
  

Banking after the financial crisis has become less attractive in 
terms of growth rates, innovation, and perspective for inves-
tors, employees, and new talents. Nevertheless, the panelists 
stressed that the banking industry is experiencing the most 
challenging transformation towards more maturity and stabil-
ity. Key challenges arise from the low interest rates worldwide, 
rebuilding trust, global regulatory environment and a tendency 
to ring-fence banks at national levels. In this regard, the pan-
elists outlined that a joint economic market from Lisbon to 
Vladivostok could be an important step forward as it enables 
inte-grated, open, competitive, and efficient financial markets 
and services. The panelists agreed that currently national bar-
riers hinder further integration and as such overall growth per-
spectives. Major attention was paid to the financial situation of 

Russia that currently experiences a decoupling of the oil price 
inflation and Russian economic growth as well as a significant 
market value decrease. Based on these assessments, participants 
worked in various groups on Russia’s current challenges – rais-
ing Russia’s equity market valuation, repatriation of Russian as-
sets that experienced a strong drain with more than USD 350 
billion having left the country since 2008, and solutions regard-
ing future pension savings in the face of a current gap of USD 
58 billion between the amount raised and the amount paid out 
in pension payments. The fourth group picked up the vision of 
a common economic space from Lisbon to Vladivostok and de-
fined challenging barriers for banks in terms of the regulation of 
a common market.

Banking after the financial crisis

Panelists  Dr. Dagmar Linder, Managing Director Regional Management Central and Eastern Europe at 
  Deutsche Bank AG 
  Prof. Dr. Tatjana Nikitina, Director of the International Research Institute on Financial Markets at  
  the State University of St. Petersburg 
  Achim Oelgarth, First Vice President – Head of Institutional Affairs Germany at UniCredit Bank AG 
Host   Martin Wehnert, MSc, MBA Vice President – Senior Wealth Manager for Russia and Central Asia 
   at Credit Suisse AG 
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5th GERMAN-RUSSIAN YOUNG LEADERS CONFERENCE

IRINA VON BISMARCK
President of the Board of Trustees of the  
Russian Chamber Philharmonic Orchestra,  
St. Petersburg 

REINHARD FÜHRER
President, Volksbund Deutsche  
Kriegsgräberfürsorge, former President  
of Parliament of the State of Berlin

PROF. ALEXEY GERMANOVICH
Director of Public Projects, Skolkovo School of 
Management, Moscow

 
MICHAEL GLOS
Member of Parliament (CSU), former Federal 
Minister of Economics, Berlin

PROF. RUSLAN GRINBERG
Director, Institute of Economics, Russian  
Academy of Sciences, Moscow
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Member of Parliament (SPD), Deputy Chairman 
Russian-German Parliamentary Group, Berlin

DR. ANDREA VON KNOOP
Honorary President of the German-Russian 
Chamber of Trade (AHK), Moscow

MARIA KOTENEVA
Spouse of former Russian Ambassador to  
Germany, Berlin

VICKY LEANDROS
European artist, winner of Eurovision Song 
Contest 1972, former Deputy Mayor of Piräus 
(Greece), Hamburg 

PROF. DR. IGOR MAXIMTSEV
Rector, St. Petersburg State Uni versity of  
Economics, St. Petersburg

IRINA NIKITINA
President, The Musical Olympus Foundation, 
St. Petersburg 

PROF. VICTOR MARTYNOV
Rector, Gubkin State University for Oil and 
Gas, Moscow

PHILIPP MISSFELDER
Member of Parliament (CDU), Foreign Policy 
Spokesman of the CDU / CSU Group in the 
Bundestag, Berlin

PROF. DR. HERMANN  
PARZINGER
President, Prussian Cultural Heritage  
Foundation, Berlin

DR. ALEXANDER RAHR
Senior Council, Wintershall Holding, Kassel 

DR. GERHARD SCHÄFER
Senior Advisor, Dr. Ing. h.c. F. Porsche AG, 
Stuttgart

DR. H.C. ANDRÉ SCHMITZ
State Secretary for Cultural Affairs of Berlin, 
President, Schwarzkopf Foundation, Berlin

HEINO WIESE
Managing Partner, Wiese Consult, former 
Member of Parliament (SPD), Berlin
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SPONSORS AND SUPPORTERS

With kind support of:

Dr. Ing. h.c. F. Porsche AG, Knauf Gips KG, Hoyer GmbH, MAN SE,
DIN Deutsches Institut für Normung e.V.
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